What does a saved woman
look like?




We might be tempted to
[[V[e[e[R0)Y;

A Appearance
A Personal history
A Moral performance



Luke 7:36-39 (NRSV)
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and

he went i1 nto the Phariseeos
the table. And a woman in the city, who was a sinner,
having | earned that he was e

house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood

behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his

feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then

she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with

the ointment.

Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he
sald to himsel f, nlf this ma
have known who and what kind of woman this is who Is
touchinghimot hat she 1 s a sinner.



Luke 7:40-43 (NRSV)

Jesus spoke up and sai d to h
somet hing to say to you.o AT
NA certain creditor had two

hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could

not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now
which of them wi || |l ove him
suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater
debt. o And Jesus said to hin



Luke 7:44-47 (NRSV)

Then turning toward the woma
you see this woman? | entered your house; you gave me

no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with

her tears and dried them with her hair. You gave me no

kiss, but from the time | came in she has not stopped

kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but

she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore, | tell
you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven;

hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom
l1ttl e 1 s forgiven, | oves |



Luke 7:48-50 (NRSV)

Then he sai d to her, AYour s
who were at the table with him began to say among

t hemsel ves, AWho 1 s this who
he sai d to the woman, AYour

peace. o



Appearance?

Luke 7:36-39 (NRSV)

And a woman in the city, who was a sinner,
having | earned that he was
house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood
behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his
feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then
she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with
the ointment.



Personal History?

Luke 7:36-39 (NRSV)
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and

he went 1 nto the Phariseeos
the table. And a woman in the city, who was a sinner,
having | earned that he was &€

house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood

behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his

feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then

she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with

the ointment.

Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he
sald to hi msel f, nlf this ma
have known who and what kind of woman this is who Is
touchinghimot hat she I s a sinner.



Moral Performance?
Luke 7:36-39 (NRSV)

Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he
sal d to hi msel f, nlf thi s ma
have known who and what kind of woman this is who is
touchinghimot hat she I s a sinner.c



Back Story

A We have nothing that suggests she had
spoken to Jesus previously

A We know she was a prostitute:

I She survived by doing the most degrading
thing a woman can endure

A Something she saw/heard from Jesus
made her throw away her visible means
of support and end her old life

I The jar was broken




Back Story

A Probably still in Nain where Jesus raised
a widowoOSsS son

A Jesus has been announcing the same
thing everywhere he went



Jesus has been saying the same
thing over and over again

Spirit of the LORD is upon me,
for he has anointed
To preach good news to the poor he has sent
To proclaim for the captives :
and to the blind sight
To send forth the oppressed in ,
To proclamt he year of the LORDO:

Transilation by Joel Green

He rolled up the scroll, gave it to the attendant, sat down,
all eyes fixed on hi mée
nlfoday is fulfiledt hi s scri pture I n yol



Back Story

A This woman believed Jesus

A She likely saw Simon and his friends
iIntentionally insult Jesus by refusing
him guest hospitality protocol

AShe couldndét stand |
honors Jesus when the righteous insult
him risking continued spite and
rejection by those around



Why Is she weeping?

A Gratitude?

A Anger?

A Grief?

A Repentance?

AWedre not told



She wants them to see Jesus
as SHE sees him

Luke 7:36-39 (NRSV)

And a woman In the city, who was a sinner,
having | earned that he was
house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood
behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe
his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair.
Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing
them with the ointment.



Jesus wants all to see her as
HE sees her

Luke 7:44-47 (NRSV)

Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, N Do
you see this woman? | entered your house; you gave me
no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with

her tears and dried them with her hair. You gave me no
kiss, but from the time | came in she has not stopped
kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but
she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore, | tell
you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven;
hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom
l1ttle I s forgiven, | oves |



Jesus says something of her
that he says of none of the
other esteemed guests

Luke 7:48-50 (NRSV)

Then he sai d to her, AYour s
who were at the table with him began to say among

t hemsel ves, ANWho 1 s this who
he sai d to the woman, ANYour

peace. o



What does it mean that she IS
nsavedo?

AThis doesndt seem to be
nl 1 fe after deat ho.

A There were likely a very practical reasons she
was a prostitute and we have no reason to
believe Jesus resolved this for her.

A We have no record of subsequent contact
with Jesus and It doesn
big-wigs are looking to welcome her into
Nnrespectabl eo soci ety



What we need

A Faced death with assurance, confidence even
joy (in this case face poverty for her)

A To live with your own past, to get absolute
peace of conscience. Deep self-acceptance,
able to see ourselves as forgiven 100%

A To forgive your enemies regardless of what
t heyove taken from you,
100%.



Did Simon get It?

A Faced death? Si monds games sur
soclal debt reveal a deep insecurity and a
need to try to save himself.

A To live with your own past: Simon gives no
Indication he thinks he has anything to repent

of . Heos blind to hi mse
for Jesus

A To forgive your enemies: Simon is in danger

of putting Jesus 1 n the

because he canot forgiyv



What has she gotten?

A Faced death? She has found something of
such great value that revenue loss Is nothing.

A To live with your own past: She can come
Into this room and honor Jesus in this
sacrificial way out of pure joy

A To forgive your enemies: She doesnot
room f ul | o f Nnenemi es o,
and all she wishes to do is to honor him. She
has found love



| f 1 tos avall
available to you

A Her past was costly:

I She caused enormous destruction in her
own life and probably in the village

A Her future was uncertain:

I Leaving her profession may have made her
a beggar

A She was lost in love and gratitude no
matter what anyone else said

d



How you can get what she
had

A Believe his declaration
I Today Is the day of your salvation
I It goes forward and never ends

A See his deep acceptance of you that
your heart longs for

A Live out of that gratitude and the joy
comes as you begin to be able to love
even your enemies.



We have even more available

to us
A He demonstrated his love by his death
on the cross

AThe coming age of Go
with his resurrection

A The Spirit of Christ is present to change
our hearts and bind us together

A What holds us back?



